
more self-sufficient with the gifts 

of cows and chickens that the 

children hope to purchase.  

Concordia will match dollar for 

dollar what the students raise.   

This December the students at 

St. Luke School will partner 

with the students from       

Redeemer Lutheran in        

Oakmont for a unique service 

project.  The money the     

students raise with their     

December chapel offering will 

be used to support a ministry 

called 1001 Orphans.  It is   
estimated that 1.2 million    

Kenyan children have lost at 

least one parent to HIV.    

Without a family, an orphan’s 

future is bleak.  Most are forced 

to drop out of school because 

they no longer can afford to pay 

school tuition. In Kenya, every-

one pays for education; there is 

no free education.  The 1001 

Orphans program guides at-risk 

children into the homes of  

loving Christian families who 

can help them grow up as   

responsible children of God, 

and also provides children 

awaiting a home shelter in an 

orphanage.  The goal is to   

collect enough money to buy    

a motor scooter that the        

deaconesses use to visit local 

people.  We 
also hope to   

sponsor a 

couple of  

children 

($30/month) 

for a year.  

Foster   

families  

who adopt    

orphans are 

able to      

become 

1001 Orphans  

Ambrose Farm 

Eighth grade students took the 

morning off from classroom 

lessons and spent it gleaning the 

fields at their annual visit to 

Ambrose Vegetable Farm.  The 

harvest was donated to the 

Butler Salvation Army for distri-

bution in their food pantry and 

use in their hot meal efforts.     

Long time Cabot resident and 
St. Luke Lutheran School alum-

nus Steve Ambrose graciously 

allows the 8th grade students to 

come and glean his fields and 

take the harvest every Fall and 

then transport the produce to 

the Salvation Army in Butler.  

This partnership has been a 

tradition for over 20 years.  

Steve owns and operates 

Ambrose Vegetable Farm with 

son Wes Ambrose, also a St. 

Luke Lutheran School alumnus.  

Steve is a 1949 graduate and 

Wes is a 1980 graduate.  The 

family has a long standing    

history with St. Luke Lutheran 

School and a dedication to serve 

the community.  This harvest is 
an outstanding lesson for the 

students in being good stewards 

of the land and what we reap 

from it, letting nothing go to 

waste. 

The morning typically yields 

approximately two farm truck 

loads of produce with a market 

value of several hundred dollars.  

This year the 8th graders picked 

sweet corn, peppers, cucumbers 

and tomatoes.   Steve Ambrose 

says, “I am glad someone can 

use them.  It is like having a big 

dinner and leftovers.” 
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Tent set up in the school lobby 

displaying pictures from Kenya. 

8th Graders:  Grant Yurisic and 

Ben Andrews 



This year’s recipient of the 

Willis F. Follstaedt Memorial 

Scholarship is Dustin Paulsen.  

Dustin was a 2006 graduate of 

St. Luke Lutheran School.   

Dustin started his first year at 

Butler County Community 

College majoring in Communi-

cations, studying to be a Broad-

cast Journalist.  He is also  
interested in Contemporary 

Worship Ministry.   

After Dustin finishes his studies 

from Butler County Commu-

nity College he plans to further 

his education at Clarion Uni-

versity in Broadcast Journalism 

or to explore his interest for 

Contemporary Worship Minis-

try at a Christian college.  

The Willis F. Follstaedt    

Memorial Scholarship was 

begun by Dr. Vernon Neubert, 

a childhood friend of Willis.  

Dr. Neubert wrote of many 

fond memories of the times he 

and Willis spent together and 
the fine example that Willis set.  

Dr. Neubert also expressed his 

appreciation for the fine   

Christian education Willis  

received at St. Luke Lutheran 

School.  These memories and 

his appreciation led Dr.     

Neubert to establish the Willis 

F. Follstaedt Memorial 

Scholarship.  Each year, a 

grant will be presented to an 

eligible student.  An applicant 

must be a graduate of St. Luke 

Lutheran School and currently 

be an active member of St. 

Luke Lutheran Church. The 

grant will consist of the inter-
est generated by the endow-

ment fund for one year. 

on the panel were part of 

World War II.  One veteran 

was a photographer during the 

war.  Another one went 

around with his team defusing 

mines hidden in the ground.  

He and his team never had a 

casualty. 

All of the veterans we talked to 

were intrepid and bold,    
showing a great loyalty to their 

country that they had served 

during times of hardship.  Their 

hearts were full of patriotism.  

For Veterans Day, the eighth 

grade class of St. Luke         

Lutheran school went to visit 

the veterans at Concordia.  

Many veterans attended, and a 

few of 

them 

were part 

of a panel 

to which 
we asked 

questions.   

All the 

veterans 

They were all beyond proud 

and pleased that they had   

protected their country from 

harm, and it showed.  We 

learned that we should be 

proud and pleased that we have 

such brilliant people who have 

surrendered their lives to  

fighting for the United States  

of America.  
 

 

Written by:  Madeline Bartos  

8th Grade Student 

Willis F. Follstaedt Memorial Scholarship Recipient 

Veterans Day 

Operation Christmas Child 

and is a partnership with    

Samaritan’s Purse.  Last year 8 

million children received a shoe 

box filled with goodies along 

with the message of God’s 

love.  There is one mission and 

message, “To demonstrate 

God's love in a tangible way to 

needy children around the 

world.”              
The money the students    

collected from their weekly 

chapel offering during the 

months of October and     

November were used to cover 

shipping costs as well as any 

remaining items necessary to 

fill the shoe boxes.   The    

students exceeded their     

challenge and packed 184 

boxes on Wednesday        

November 17th.  The boxes 

were then taken to Zion  

Methodist Church in Cabot 

where they were sent to the 
headquarters in North Carolina 

where they traveled to children 

worldwide. 

Our students and members of 

the church gathered small 

items to pack inside shoe-sized 

boxes to travel across the 

globe to reach children in  

desperate situations.  The 

Items ranged from matchbox 

cars to toothbrushes, the very 

items we all take for granted, 

but are treasured gifts to   
children in need.  The challenge 

was to gather enough items to 

pack 175 shoe boxes. 

The project was called 

“Operation Christmas Child” 
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Dustin Paulsen 

Class of 2006 

Grade 8 with Veterans 

from Concordia 

Did you know? 

 
Since 1993, over     

130 countries have      

received shoe boxes 

full of hope through 

the Operation Christ-

mas Child program.   
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I'm glad to report that our 2010-11 enrollment remains steady, thanks in 

part to a small influx of "out-of-towners"--and I don't just mean within a 

one mile radius of Hannahstown!  We have new students from Minnesota 

and Virginia, and North Carolina.  My boys can't believe that when I went 

here, everyone in the school lived in Cabot, Winfield, Marwood, very 

rarely, Saxonburg, or the outskirts of these villages. One big bus hauled the majority of kids, plus a mini-

bus (called a "carryall") for the wilds of R.D.4 Butler; kids living nearby walked.  We were the oddballs 

who lived in the Butler School District, so South Butler offered us transportation from the Jefferson 

Township line, which was about a third of the way to school.  To save some hassle, Father took us to 

school in the morning (making him late for work for 15 years); then Mother picked us up after school at 

the top of Great Belt hill.  When I was in second grade, our class got back early from our class trip to 

the Carnegie Museum, and for some reason, we were sent home separately from the upper grades.  

Although no one was waiting for me, the bus driver dropped me off and continued on her way.  I don’t 

recall being scared or confused; I just started walking home. (Can you imagine if that were to happen to 

an 8 year old now?  It would have been breaking 6 o’clock news, and the injury lawyers would have been 

begging to represent us!)  It was a hot day in May, and I was fascinated by the shiny black rocks along the 

road, which I tried to collect.  Being raised on a dirt road, I didn’t realize that they were tar bubbles, and soon I had tar on my 

hands, new shorts set, and the silk tassel on my giant museum souvenir pencil. After I had traveled 1.4 miles, I noticed my mom at 

the end of our road, pushing my 2-year-old sister on a bicycle.  When I reached her, I didn’t understand why my poor mother was 

so upset—I was too mad about my sticky pencil!  Seems she couldn’t start the car, couldn’t get in touch with any neighbors, and 

didn’t even have a baby buggy, so she frantically started for the bus stop on foot/bike; she made it almost a mile when we crossed 

paths.  Thankfully, a 1979 state law finally forced the public school system to provide transportation for parochial students, so stu-

dents from 8 local districts are being bused to St. Luke! 

 
News of more recent graduates:  Anna Bitting (Class of '03), a senior at Allegheny College with a chemistry major and history 

minor, was chosen to participate in an international research collaboration funded by the National Science Foundation.  A grant 

provided funding for four Allegheny students to spend six weeks last summer at the Research Institute for Solid State Physics and 

Optics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences located in Budapest.  These students worked with scientists, graduate students, and 

technicians from Hungary and other European countries, learning experimental techniques regarding the physical properties of 

liquid crystals [Ed.note: No clue what they’re talking about].  Anna also attended the International Liquid Crystal Conference in 

Krakow, Poland, then ended her trip in Prague, Czech Republic.  She actually got to stay abroad for 4 extra weeks, slipping in time 

for some Old World sightseeing.  Anna fully enjoyed herself, although she sorely missed a clothes dryer  and A/C, which was only 

available in McDonald’s and movie theaters! 

 
Another '03 grad, Thomas Gillespie, spent the spring of his junior year at University of North Carolina~Wilmington battling 

Hodgkin's Lymphoma.  His mother, Sue, took time off from teaching our sixth graders to stay down south, helping him continue 

with his classes during chemotherapy.  Thomas, an upbeat and determined young man, responded very well to his treatment.  He 

had to undergo some additional radiation  this past fall, but Thomas plans on graduating on time this coming May with a degree in 

business/marketing. 

 
I received the following announcement from Lois (Goepfert) Rankin (’71), who has become St. Luke's favorite caterer by pro-

viding delicious homemade food for many functions over the years (she was also one of the “big kids” on my bus who lived way 

out in R.D.4):  “This coming year marks 40 years for the 1971 class.  Each year on the second Saturday in September, the Knoch class of 

1975 has been having a picnic and bonfire at Lois (Goepfert) & Jim Rankin’s.  This year on September 10, 2011, let’s make it a reunion for 

the class of 1971 also--it would be great to see everyone again.  For more information, please call Lois at 724-352-3223 or 724-991-7093.  

Hope to see you all next September!”  Sounds like fun, Lois!  Back in 1987, I had a similar get-together at our farm, reuniting the 

classes of ’74, ’75, & ’76 (we had 3 grades per room, remember?). So much has changed in our lives since then—spouses, kids, jobs, 

waistlines, hairstyles!  Sadly, one quiet, sweet boy in my grade, Larry Harold Walter Goepfert, was the victim of a fatal crash 

less than two years after that party; Lois’ class also lost Barry “Jake” Neupert in a car accident several years later. Since no one 

knows what the Lord has planned for us, please don’t wait to touch base with old friends.  Lois promised to let me know how 

things turn out, but perhaps Bertha Blabb, Roving Reporter, should show up at that soiree for an eyewitness account?              

 
FYI:  The Bertha Blabb caricature on this article is a shrunken version of the original 8x10 colored pencil & marker drawing,  with 

the inscription: “To Bertha Blabb, Thanks for everything! --Mary Jean” that hangs in my dining room. This lighthearted “portrait” of 

me was created by Jennifer Giesler (mother of a former St. Luke kid), commissioned by Mrs. Montag after her unforgettable 2001 

retirement celebration.  But my penname originated back in 7th grade, courtesy of Principal Bruce Walkmaster ('70-75), who 

was extremely fun-loving, gregarious, talented, and creative.  News reporter Bertha Blabb was my character in one of our crazy 

skits, and the nickname stuck!   

         (continued on next page) 

A Word From Bertha Blabb 
(a.k.a. Sharon Klein Ambrose, Class of ’75) 



St. Luke is a part of Pittsburgh 

Area Lutheran Schools 

(PALS).  Pittsburgh Area  

Lutheran Schools consists of 

three schools, preschool 

through 8th grade, in Forest 

Hills, Oakmont, and Cabot.  

Enrollment in the three 

schools totals over 450    

students.  In addition, there 

are 10 preschools scattered 

from the South Hills of   

Pittsburgh to State College  

to Sharon.   

Starting in December, all 

three elementary schools will 

be advertised on pittsburgh-

christianschools.net.  This 

website is advertised on 

WORD FM several times 

throughout the day and in 

Pittsburgh Parenting       

Magazine.  Check out the 

website and how it links you 

to St. Luke.   

Which got me to thinking, I 

have some great "principal" 

memories to share, as I'm 

sure many of you do, so 

here’s YOUR assignment for 

next year’s article: “From 

O.J. to M.W.:  Anecdotes, 

Amusing or Otherwise, 

About Our Beloved St. Luke 

Principals”.  Please address 

Each year, Mr. Walkmaster 

would publish a class will and 

prophecy for the graduating 

St. Luke students in the 

church newsletter, and he 

predicted that Bertha Blabb 

would grow up to be an 

award-winning reporter/

author.  Well, here I am, still 

writing for all of youn'z... 

them to the school or email to 

stlukeschool@stlukecabot.org.  

If there are too many for this 

page, we may have to publish a 

special edition of Alumni News 

next year; can’t wait to hear 

your stories—Thanks! 
 

 

What is PALS? 

Bertha Blabb (continued) 

EITC 

allows PALS to offer tuition 

assistance is the Education 

Improvement Tax Credit 

(EITC).  It provides qualifying 

businesses and corporations  

an opportunity to make a       

contribution to PALS and   

receive a generous tax credit.  

In short, tax money is allocated 

to PALS for scholarships    
instead of tax money being  

sent to Harrisburg.  It is a  

wonderful way for businesses 

to feel that their tax dollars are 

making a difference within their 

communities.  To grow this 

area of support I contact local 

businesses, large and small, to 

explain the program and    

encourage their participation.   

I walk them through the    

application process and make 

sure that the state mandated 

deadlines are met.  I rely   

heavily on making personal 

contacts with business owners 

and corporate finance        

personnel.   
PALS needs your help in grow-

ing our scholarship base.  If you 

are willing to put me in contact 

with your employer to explain 

the program, please email me 

at kbartos@stlukecabot.org  

The mission of Pittsburgh Area 

Lutheran Schools is to support, 

promote, and grow Lutheran 

schools in the Pittsburgh area 

in the ministry of spreading the 

Gospel through distinctive 

Christ-centered education.  

We serve families from dozens 

of communities.  Many of them 

are hearing the Gospel message 
for the very first time, and the 

impact on their lives is ‘life 

changing’.   
Approximately 20% of our 

students receive financial   

assistance.  The primary     

responsibility of my job is   

actively pursuing means to 

grow our financial assistance 

base.  One avenue which   
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Did you know? 

 
Approximately 70% of 

enrollment happens at 

private schools because 

of word of mouth.  

Word of mouth is  

effective because there 

is trust built into the 

referral.  In talking 

about St. Luke, you 

never know what may 

be sparked and lead a 

family to our doors.    

Karen Bartos, part-time 

Director of   

Development for PALS  

mailto:stlukeschool@stlukecabot.org
mailto:kbartos@stlukecabot.org
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St. Luke Lutheran Church & School 
330 Hannahstown Road – Cabot, Pennsylvania 16023 – 724-352-2221 

  
St. Luke Lutheran School has been truly blessed.  We are thankful for God’s grace from generation to generation.  In order for our 
school to continue to share the Gospel and excel in academics, additional materials and resources are needed.   We always give 
thanks for the alumni volunteers who give of themselves in and around the school.  As giving of yourself in such a personal way is 
not always possible, once again many of you have asked how you can support the school in other ways.  There are special needs 
which can only be supported through private gifts.  Specific funds have been established in order to provide our students with an 
ever broadening and enriching educational experience.  We thank everyone for their generous support in the past and pray that God 
grant us the grace to continue touching others through this ministry of quality Christian education.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

MARK A. NEUBERT MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND:  This fund’s purpose is to assist the congregation in the fund-
ing of her school.  The interest from gifts and bequests given to this fund will directly go to offset the cost of the school, helping to 
keep the tuition rate affordable for all.  Up to 50% of the interest from this fund may also be used for school enhancements. 

  
PLANT A SEED FUND:    This fund is committed to providing a Christian education to families who otherwise could 
not afford to send their children to our school.  It assists families, who are in financial need, in paying their tuition costs.  
This allows all families the opportunity for a Christian education, without discrimination in regard to their ability to pay. 

  
O.J. NICOL MEMORIAL LIBRARY:   In 1965, the library fund was established in memory of Principal Otto J. Nicol.  The 
Nicol Memorial Library is used by the school children and congregational members as well.  Gifts given to this fund will be used to 
purchase additional books, videos, and other resources.  It is also used to maintain the library’s furnishings.   

  
WILLIS F. FOLLSTAEDT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND:    This college scholarship fund is an endow-
ment fund of which only the interest will be used to provide college scholarships for qualified students.  Applicants for 
this scholarship must be graduates of St. Luke Lutheran School and active church members of the congregation. 

  
ANNUAL FUND:  The Annual Fund is an on-going fund in which a major portion goes to Plant-A-Seed to assist   

families who can’t afford the entire tuition with the remainder going to the school’s enhancement fund. 

  
If you would like to remember the school through one of these funds or in other means not listed, please detach and return the 
bottom portion of this page. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Please accept my gift to help continue the ministry of quality, Christian education at St. Luke Lutheran School. 
 ____$50            ____$100            ____$250            ____$500            ____ $1000            Other ________  
  
My gift is an offering supporting the: 
  
____Mark A. Neubert Memorial Endowment Fund     ____Plant-A-Seed Fund     ____O.J. Nicol Memorial Library Fund 
  
____Willis F. Follstaedt Memorial Scholarship             ____Annual Fund 
 
  
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send me more information about:_____________________________________________________________ 



 

TODAY 

 

TOMORROW 

 

FOREVER 

 

 

2010-2011 

 

ANNUAL FUND 
 

 

 

“Give thanks to the 

LORD, for he is good; his 

love endures forever” 

 

1 Chronicles 16:34 

7th Annual Fund 

 

Under the theme, TODAY, TOMORROW, FOREVER St. Luke         

Lutheran School launched its 7th Annual Fund.  Over 1,000 letters were 

mailed and three evenings were set aside to make follow-up phone calls.  

At least two-thirds of your contributions to this year’s Annual Fund goal 

of $40,000 will directly and immediately benefit students and families,   

ensuring that all who desire an education at St. Luke School can attend.  

Quality facilities are important in equipping students for success as they 

journey through early education and later in life.  A portion of this year’s 

Annual Fund contributions will be to outfit our music teachers with 20 

student guitars so that the upper grade students can learn to play in music 

class.  Praising the Lord through music and song is an important part of 

students’ acts of worship here at St. Luke School.  The final portion of 

your contributions will strengthen our school’s endowment fund which 

helps to defer the general cost of the school.   

 

A heart-felt thank you goes to everyone who has contributed to the        

2010-2011 Annual Fund.  We are currently working toward our $40,000 

goal. 
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