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love of Jesus with many of 

God’s little lambs. We are 

grateful to have been 

blessed by these fine ser-

vants of the Lord and pray 

for God’s blessings on 

these dedicated daughters 

as they honor their par-

ents and their Lord. 

Two of St. Luke’s finest 

have come to the some-

what bittersweet decision 

to withdraw from the full 

time workforce to care for 

their elderly parents. Cindy 

Wilt, first grade teacher, 

took the past school year 

off to tend to her mother, 

who lives at Concordia 

Haven. Lili Byrer, our up-

per grade science teacher, 

has also chosen to look 

after her parents.    

Cindy has been on staff 

off-and-on since 1979, 

when she and husband, 

Mark were called to serve 

at St. Luke. Lili more re-

cently joined the faculty in 

2006. Both teachers have 

always displayed a genu-

ine love for children and 

treated each one as an 

individual, encouraging 

them to use their unique 

God-given gifts. Most im-

portantly, these fine ladies 

never failed to share the 

A note from Pastor Barry. 

...I have asked the children 

to “remember the 

poor” (Galatians 2:10).  The 

ministry of Jesus focused 

on the poor.  Yet the church 

often forgets the poor. 

I have asked the children to 

find a container (water 

bottle or peanut butter jar, 

etc.) and collect extra 

change.  Once a month we 

will gather the change from 

every grade.  Then at the 

end of the year we will see 

how much has been gath-

ered.  We will soon choose 

a ministry or a family that 

will receive this gift.  We will 

give you updates along the 

way. 

I believe when we remem-

ber the poor we remember 

Jesus who “though He was 

rich became poor so that 

through His poverty we 

might be rich…” 2 Corin-

thians 8:9. 
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This year’s scholarship has 

been awarded to three 

deserving alumni—Simon 

Neubert, Jessica Morrison, 

and Matthew Peffer.  All 

are fine examples of young 

people, growing in faith on 

their walk with God. 

Simon, a 2008 St. Luke 

alumnus, has recently 

completed one year at 

Slippery Rock University 

and plans to continue 

studying toward degrees in 

Music Education and 

String Bass Performance.  

From a young age, Simon 

has felt that his gift of 

music could inspire others 

and ultimately lead them 

closer to God.   

Jessica graduated from St. 

Luke in 2009 and plans to 

attend Kent State Univer-

sity to pursue teaching 

English as a foreign lan-

guage.  She believes her 

career choice is essential 

in spreading the word of 

God throughout the world, 

quoting Isaiah 55:10-11:  

  “As the rain and the 

snow come down from 

heaven, and do not return 

to it without watering the 

earth and making it bud 

and flourish, so that it 

yields seed for the sower 

and bread for the eater, so 

is My word that goes out 

from My mouth:  It will not 

return to Me empty, but 

will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the 

purpose for which I sent 

it.”   

Another member of the 

class of 2009, Matthew 

feels his first and foremost 

goal in life is to be a good 

and faithful servant of the 

Lord.  He plans to attend 

Grove City College, which 

he specifically chose for its 

Christian learning commu-

nity.  Soon to be in quest 

of a major in Accounting 

and Actuarial Sciences, 

Matthew is confident that 

no matter where his ca-

reer path takes him that 

he is able to reflect the 

love of Jesus to others.   

The Willis F. Follstaedt 

Memorial was begun by 

Dr. Vernon Neubert, a 

childhood friend and class-

mate of Willis.  Dr. Neubert 

wrote of many fond memo-

ries of the time he and 

Willis spent together and 

the fine example that 

Willis set.  Dr. Neubert 

also expressed his appre-

ciation for the fine Chris-

tian education he and 

Willis received at St. Luke 

Lutheran School.  These 

memories and his appre-

ciation led Dr. Neubert to 

establish the Willis F. Foll-

staedt Memorial College 

Scholarship.   Each year a 

grant is presented to an 

eligible student (or stu-

dents.)  Applicants must 

be graduates of St. Luke 

Lutheran School and cur-

rently be active members 

of St. Luke Lutheran 

Church.  The grant con-

sists of the interest gener-

ated by the endowment 

fund for one year. 

sored by Midwestern Inter-

mediate Unit IV, draws 

students in grades 4 

through 8 from ten non-

public schools in Butler, 

Lawrence, and Mercer 

counties.  

This year's theme, Geo-

caching for Champions, 

led students to encourage 

and support each other as 

they developed problem 

solving, mathematics, and 

Following several weeks of 

prep work, sixteen 4th, 

5th, and 7th graders from 

St. Luke as well as teach-

ers Brenda Fett and Kristie 

Gizienski attended the 

21st annual Challenge of 

Champions with over 200 

students at Butler Catholic 

School on Saturday, No-

vember 9.   

This academic problem-

solving competition, spon-

language arts skills 

through six team building 

events. Students displayed 

enthusiasm and creativity 

throughout the day, bring-

ing home a multitude of 

ribbons and medals from 

the various events. 

WILLIS F. FOLLSTAEDT 

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

CHALLENGE OF CHAMPIONS 
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 Greetings!  As I was contemplating how Dale (Class of '70) and I should celebrate our 30th anniversary 
on December 30th (we should  take a trip out West to see the redwoods, canyons, and prairies, but 
since he refuses to travel by plane, train, or truck, or stay overnight anywhere,  it looks like the semi-
annual Texas Roadhouse & movie pilgrimage will have to suffice…) I began thinking about other alum 
who found true love within our hallowed halls, which led me to start digging in the school archives. 
 
As you may know, back before so many of our young people went to college, then moved away to find 
jobs, most folks in this area stuck close to home, routinely traveling only ten miles or so in any direction 
to shop, work, and find good, clean fun like movies, dances, roller/ice skating,  and sledding. Besides 
worshipping together, St. Lukers had opportunities for socializing at Walther League, choir, softball 
games, picnics, etc., so it was only natural that former schoolmates sometimes paired up. Apparently, 
this happened more frequently before the accessibility of motor vehicles (let alone dating web sites!); 
hence, the large number of intermarriages between the ancestral "big eight" St. Luke families:  Bach-

man, Doerr, Follstaedt, Frederick, Koegler, Lang, Montag, & Neubert.  Made sense; you didn’t have to waste much time getting ac-
quainted or much gasoline getting together (in fact, 4 of the 6 Ambrose brothers took that economical idea to a new level by marry-
ing two sets of sisters!).  Or you could be adventurous and scout the wilds of Chicora for a bride, as did Alfred Maurhoff, Walt Thiele, 
and Steve Ambrose, or seek your "fortune" in the big town of Butler or even head down the pike towards Pittsburgh... 
 
I’m sure I missed a few match-ups on the list, but the St. Luke couples that I remember from my childhood include:  Minnie (Lang) & 
Willis Bachman; his brother, Lynn & Bertha (Frederick) Bachman; her sister, Charlotte (Frederick)& Freddie Kroneberg; Dorothy 
(Montag) & Ralph Kroneberg, Elery & Frieda (Doerr) Cypher; their daughter, Darlene (Cypher) & George Keck; Lillian (Sutton)  & 
Howard Follstaedt; his brother, John & Marie (Kroneberg)Follstaedt; Albert & Frieda (Lang) Giesler; Edgar & Virginia (Frederick) 
Neubert; Elmer & Anna (Montag) Doerr;  Clair & Doris (Nicol) Atkinson; her sister, Orjean (Nicol) & Dale Koegler; and John & Phyllis 
(Bachman) Neubert.  Oh, what a tangled web have we weaved within some iconic St. Luke families… which is another good reason to 
not "tell tales out of school", because you never know if your listener is distantly related to a character in your story!   
 
I'm compelled to mention the romantic tales of two long-lasting unions which involve St. Luke teachers. The first was when a young 
and determined Donald Montag snagged our new, fresh-faced & first female primary grade teacher, Mary Jean Borer (how did they 
slip that past Principal O.J.?). Then, a decade later, another sweet young 1st & 2nd grade teacher, Lois Boyer, wed our bachelor 
teacher, Kenneth Hinz; they accepted a call to Illinois shortly afterward, but MJM still keeps in touch with them, I believe. I remem-
ber that, as a 3rd grader, I was shocked that such a lovey-dovey thing could happen without anyone noticing (now, I assume that the 
grownups knew what was going on); I also recall getting ill after their reception at the Saxonburg Firehall, due to ingesting gluttonous 
quantities of red pop, a delicacy in our house.   
 
For years, I have had some strange pride in knowing that our 1983 wedding was the last alum joining that I was aware of, and judging 
by the way things were going, I smugly assumed we might go down in St. Luke history as the last! However, we were knocked off our 
throne a few years ago by the nuptials of Karen (Neubert) & Roger Zier.  Now, I could get snarky here and point out that Roger left us 
at the end of 4th grade (I only know that because his brother, Timmy, was only in my 1st grade class picture, and Roger was three 
grades ahead, with my sister Susan), but that would open a whole can of worms regarding alumni “tenure”!  You see, before the 
state of PA began providing transportation for parochial school students (which didn’t go into effect until after I graduated), at a time 
when households were lucky to own one vehicle (which Father Knows Best drove to work), most kids were forced to walk to school.  
Understandably, some of our more outlying church families had pity on their children and only enrolled them at St. Luke for two 
years of upper grades so they could attend confirmation classes during the school day.  Such was the case with Ambroses, whom I 
had to include on my list, so it would behoove me not get too persnickety, eh?  
 
Well, I hope you enjoyed this trip down memory lane, and if you know of any St. Luke couples that should be included, don't just sit 
there and stew about, please let me know for a future edition!  Do I think that being St. Luke kids gave these fine folks a better 
chance of being part of a happy, Christ-centered marriage? I would certainly like to think so!  Love, SKA 
P.S.: Just heard some unverified scuttlebutt that two former students have begun dating recently, so who knows?  I might be able to 
add them to this historic list someday…  

A WORD FROM BERTHA BLABB 
( A . K . A .  S H A R O N  K L E I N  A M B R O S E ,  C L A S S  O F  1 9 7 5 )  
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Apples for the Students  

 

Our school collects points from all Giant 

Eagle Advantage Cards which are regis-

tered to support St. Luke Lutheran School. 

The program for this year began October 1 

and continues through March 17, 2014. 

Registering for the first time is easy: You 

can register online at www.gianteagle.com 

or call 1-800-474-4777. Our school ID 

Number is 1111. Each time you shop with 

your Advantage Card, St. Luke School 

earns points toward educational equip-

ment.  

 

Campbell's Labels for  

Education 

 

These are the special Labels for Educa-

tion icon and UPC from the back of the 

soup label, as well as a great many proofs 

of purchase from other eligible Campbell's 

products. We save these all year-round. 

Collection sheets are available in the 

school office. A complete product listing 

can be found at 

www.labelsforeducation.com 

  

General Mills Box Tops for Education  

 

Look on General Mills products for little 

coupons which we can redeem for 10¢. 

Cereal, baking products, and snacks are 

just a few of the products which carry the 

coupons. Collection sheets are available 

in the office. Look at 

www.boxtops4education.com 

 

Goodsearch.com  

 

Anyone who uses a search engine or 

shops online should check out this site. 

By using the links on the Goodsearch site, 

the retailers will donate a percentage of 

your purchase to the non-profit organiza-

tion you select. There are many, many 

major national retailer links from which to 

choose, from E bay to Best Buy to Wal-

Mart. St. Luke Lutheran School is a regis-

tered participant on Goodsearch.com and 

currently benefits whenever a search is 

made through the site. Go to 

www.goodsearch.com to consider this 

easy way to benefit our school.   

 

Market Day  

 

Since 1975, Market Day has helped or-

ganizations raise more than $460 million 

for kids and communities. The monthly 

program offers a large selection of top 

quality frozen and packaged foods. Best 

of all, unlike most other retail programs, 

at least 10% of every purchase goes back 

to our school. Paper forms are available in 

the school office or order online.  

  

Paper Recycling  

 

The PTL sponsors a project which pro-

motes better stewardship of our environ-

ment as well as generates a small mone-

tary income to the school. Three special 

GREEN & YELLOW recycling bins are in 

the east parking lot near our trash dump-

ster. It is for newspaper, junk mail, cata-

logs, magazines, books (hard covers re-

moved), and most any paper that you 

would normally throw away, including 

colored and glossy. Stapled flyers and 

spiral-bound materials are also accepted. 

Not accepted: Telephone books, card-

board, bathroom/facial tissue, and of 

course, NO plastic, cans, glass, garbage, 

etc. Also, if you are transporting your pa-

pers to recycle in plastic bags of any kind, 

please do not put any plastic bags into 

this bin. These recycling bins are open to 

EVERYONE in the community who wishes 

to recycle paper, including groups (Scouts, 

4-H clubs, churches, your place of employ-

ment, etc.).   

 

Scrip  

 

Buy gift cards to hundreds of merchants 

where you normally shop and the school 

gets a percentage, and so do you! Use 

your earnings towards school fees, tuition, 

and class trips. And the best part is that 

you purchase the cards at face value, so 

it’s like earning free money! Order from a 

huge selection of merchants weekly or 

stop in the office any day to purchase 

cards from our Cash & Carry selection 

featuring Giant Eagle, Sheetz, Wal-Mart 

and more.  

WAYS TO SAVE FOR ST. LUKE 

SCHOOL 
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The following are a variety of ways your 

family can support St. Luke School with 

little effort and some without even 

spending one cent!  



Once again the church and 

school participated in Op-

eration Christmas Child by 

packing boxes with school 

supplies and children’s 

toys.  

Many thanks to the stu-

dents and members of St. 

Luke Lutheran Church and 

School for contributions of 

supplies and monetary 

gifts to make it possible to 

pack 200 shoe boxes for 

Operation Christmas Child.  

Your contributions made it 

possible for children 

throughout the world to 

hear the message of salva-

tion.   

“Operation Christmas 

Child” is a partnership with 

Samaritan’s Purse.  It 

brings joy and hope to 

children in desperate 

situations worldwide 

through gift-filled shoe 

boxes and the Good News 

of God’s love.  Last year 

millions of children re-

ceived a shoe box filled 

with goodies along with 

the message of God’s 

love.  There is one mission 

and one message, “To 

demonstrate God’s love in 

a tangible way to needy 

children around the 

world.” 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

GIVE A GIFT 

St. Luke Lutheran School has been truly blessed.  We are thankful for God’s grace from generation to  

generation.  In order for our school to continue to share the Gospel and excel in academics, additional  

materials and resources are needed.   We always give thanks for the alumni volunteers who give of  

themselves in and around the school.  As giving of yourself in such a personal way is not always possible, 

once again many of you have asked how you can support the school in other ways.  There are special needs 

which can only be supported through private gifts.  Specific funds have been established in order to provide 

our students with an ever broadening and enriching educational experience.  We thank everyone for their 

generous support in the past and pray that God grant us the grace to continue touching others through this 

ministry of quality Christian education.  

 

Please accept my gift to help continue the ministry of quality, Christian education at St. Luke Lutheran 

School. 

 ____$50            ____$100            ____$250            ____$500            ____ $1000            Other ________  

  

My gift is an offering supporting the: 

  
____Mark A. Neubert Memorial Endowment Fund     ____Plant-A-Seed Fund     ____O.J. Nicol Memorial Library Fund 

  

____Willis F. Follstaedt Memorial Scholarship            ____Annual Fund              ____Little Maestro Music Fund 

 

  

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send me more information about:________________________________________________________ 
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Kindergartners packing boxes 

on November 20 for Operation 

Christmas Child 



Again this year, a faithful committee worked to plan this year’s Annual Fund 

Drive. Over 1000 letters were mailed and two evenings were set aside to 

make follow-up phone calls seeking to reach the ambitious goal of $50,000. 

This year’s annual fund drive embarked on a new adventure launching Study 

Island, an online program that helps students master specific academic stan-

dards in a fresh, engaging manner.  

A portion of the donations will bring Study Island to the students and will also 

help fund an additional kindergarten class.  At least half of the Annual Fund 

donations will once again support the Plant-A-Seed Scholarship Fund which 

provides tuition assistance to families who otherwise could not afford to at-

tend St. Luke School.  Additional donations will benefit the Mark A. Neubert 

Endowment Fund which insures a St. Luke education will be available and 

accessible for generations to come.  

A heart-felt thank you goes to all of our volunteers and to everyone who con-

tributed to the 2013-2014 Annual Fund so generously. We are currently work-

ing toward our $50,000 goal. 

ANNUAL FUND 2013-2014 
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